
SUMMARY

Pamiątka, Zabawka, Talizman was an exhibition held in Kraków’s Seweryn 
Udziela Ethnographic Museum, from June 25th to July 14th, 2013, and organ-
ized as a part of a yearly Festival of Jewish Culture in that city. The exhibition 
was curated by Erica Lehrer, an anthropologist from Concordia University 
in Montreal, Canada. It focused on Polish figurines depicting Jews and pre-
sented the exhibits ranging from over a hundred years old objects from the 
collection of Ethnographic Museum, wooden sculptures in neofolk tradi-
tion from post-WWII times, to contemporary souvenirs, mostly from the 
curator’s own collection. The exhibition was supplemented by the webpage 
www.luckyjews.com and a bilingual book Na szczęście to Żyd / Lucky Jews 
published by a Cracow publishing house Korporacja Ha!art. The section 
Around One Exhibition consists of the curatorial statement by Erica Lehrer, 
presenting her rationale behind the whole project, describing the process 
of designing and organizing the exhibition, as well as providing a discus-
sion of the exhibition as a tool for opening up a difficult dialogue on mutual 
stereotypes between the Poles and the Jews. Apart from the curator’s arti-
cle, there are two reviews of the exhibition: one written by Magdalena Zych 
from the Seweryn Udziela Ethnographic Museum in Kraków, and the other 
by a Kraków artist Jacek Waltoś, commenting on the problem of Jewish 
figurines from Polish perspective. The review of the book Na szczęście to 
Żyd / Lucky Jews by anthropologist Ewa Klekot from University of Warsaw 
is an attempt to provide a broader perspective to the whole project, point-
ing at the issue of representation and its complexities, both in the context 
of museum exhibitions, as well as in relation to two socially differentiated 
ethnic groups sharing hundreds of years of their complicated pasts.
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